AMENDMENTS 

In the Claims: 

Please substitute the claims as indicated below for the claims of the same number. 
Claims 1-19 have been currently amended (as shown later in this Amendment). All claims are 
included in this amendment. A marked-up version of all the currently amended claims per 37 
CFR 1.121 is below. 



1. (Currently Amended) An orthopedic device for reinforcing an anatomic joint of a 
body comprising: 

at l e ast on ea superelastic m e mb e r support comprising a unitary superelastic shape 
memory alloy ^consisting of at least one tightening link, and at least one spring link extending 
from said tightening link ; 

a covering encapsulating said superelastic m e mb e r support ; 

wherein-said- sup e r e lastic m e mb e r compris e s at l e ast on e tightening link that -consists of a 
^curved preshaped configuration N in which said tightening link/partiallyWtends around and 



compresses against said body on one side of said anatomic joint; jsaid tightening link /enlarges/in 
response to an external expansion force for placement around said body and returns towards said 

7 

preformed shape once said external, expansion force is removed sr e cur e s th e orthop e dic d e vic e to 
the body : ? and at l e ast on e 

wherein said spring link comprising consists of an integrated fl e x r e gion hinge located 



adiacent said anatomic loint; /Said spring link deflects at said hinge in response to an external, 
deflection force and returns to its resting shape upon removal of said external deflection force 
that defin e s th e motion of th e anatomic joint ^3 

2. (Currently Amended) The device ofclaim 1 wherein said spring link compris e s 
consists of at least one_-loop at th e flex r e giofa at said hinge ) that appli e s a first r e sistanc e wh e n 



d e flected in a first dir e ction and a second resistanc e , diff e r e nt from the first, wh e n d e fl e ct e d in a 
second direction ; 
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3. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 1 further comprising^ hinge stop 
associated with said hinge of said spring link; ^ 

wherein said hinge stop consists of a channel through which said superelastic support is 
placed and a protrusion that limits deflection of said hinge that limits d e fl e ction of th e fl e x r e gion 
in a first dir e ction and pr e s e rv e s d e fl e ction in a s e cond dir e ction diff e r e nt from th e first dir e ction ; 

4. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 1 wherein thesaid d e vice superelastic 
support compris e s consists of twe- a first tightening link s located above said joint, a second 
tightening link located below said joint int e rconn e cted with said a first spring link extending 
from said first and second tightening links, a second spring link extending from said first and 
second tightening links ancfinter^ first spring link; 

wherein said device further comprises an interconnect means that secures said first spring 
link and said second spring link at said intersection such that th e spring link limits th e angular 
rotation of said tight e ning links r e lativ e to e ach oth e r ; 

5. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 1 wherein said tightening link is 
d e fl e ct e d, with an e xt e rnal forc e , into an e nlarg e d configuration for plac e m e nt and r e turns 
towards its r e sting configuration onc e th e e xt e rnal forc e is r e mov e d compresses against said body 
as said spring link is deflected ; ^ 

6. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 1 wh e r e in said tight e ning link 
incorporat e s further comprising a locking mechanism attached to /opposing sides\of said 

" 8l " ening ' ink; fUt . 

( wherein engagement of said locking mechanism te r e movably s e cur e prevents enlargement 
of the -said tightening link to th e body ; ^) 

7. (Currently Amended) An orthopedic device for limiting d irecting the motion of an 
anatomic joint of a body comprising: 

at l e ast on ea superelastic m e mb e r support comprising comprising a unitary superelastic 

shape memory alloy Consisting of at l e ast two tight e ning links, on e a first tightening link located 

on e ach side of th e above-said anatomic joint , a second tightening link located below said 
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anatomic joint, and at l e ast tvvo a first spring links extending from and connecting the- said first 



and second tightening links on a first side of said anatomic joint, and a second spring link > 
extending from and connecting said first and second tightening links on/a^second sideSiifferent 
than said first side ; 

wherein eaeh- said first and second tightening links are curved such that they partially ; 

J 

extend around and compress against said body and eaeh — ~ 

wherein said first and second spring links is adapt e d to deflect from a-firs t resting 
configurations to a-second , stressed configurations different from said first configurations in 
response to an external force, and return towards said first configurations upon reduction or 
removal of said external force; 

8. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 7 wherein said first and second spring 
links intersect at an intersecting region; and 

said device further comprising comprises at l e ast on ean interconnect mechanism securing 
said intersecting regions together of said spring links ; 

9. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 7 furtha- comprising at least one 
locking mechanism associat e d with at l e ast on e o f attached to: the sides of said first and second 

V T 

tightening links; 

wherein actuation of said locking mechanism r e movably s e cur e s prevents enlargement of 



said tightening link to said body ; J) 



10. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 7 wh e r e in at l e ast one of said spring 
feks-further comprisinges a t least one hinge stop associated with said first or second spring link 
hinge mechanism adapt e d to limit motion of th e joint in a first dir e ction and pr e serve motion of 
th e joint in a s e cond dir e ction diff e r e nt from th e first dir e ction ; 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The device of claim 7 wherein at l e ast on e of said spring 
links is adapt e d to provid e r e sistance to motion of th e anatomy about th e ioint said tightening 
linksfrcompress against said body as said spring links are deflected ; 
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12. (Currently Amended) An orthopedic device for applying decompression to an 
anatomic structure of a body comprising: 

at least one superelastic m e mb e r su pport comprising a umtary^uperelastic shape memory 
alloy consisting of at l e ast two a first tightening link s comprising a first side, a second side, and a 
curved preformed configuration between said first and second sides , a second tightening link 
comprising a first side, a second side, and a curved preformed configuration between said first 
and second sides, and at least one spring lih^ extending from and connecting the -said first and 
second tightening links; 

and adapt e d to apply an outward forc e against th e tightening links; 
at least one locking mechanism adapt e d to s e cur e th e attached to said first and second 
tightening links: to th e anatomic structur e wherein said locking mechanism secures said first 
sides and said second sides together ; and ^ 

at least one d e compr e ssion m e chanism stiffening means associat e d with connected to said 



spring link ; rwherein actuation of said stiffening means deflects said spring link from its 
preformed configuration to a stressed configuration different from said preformed configuration 
to d e fin e th e magnitud e and th e dir e ction of th e outward forc e e x e rt e d by said spring linlc ; ] 

13. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 12 wherein said tight e ning links ar e 
int e grat e d with said spring links first tightening link has a radius of curvature different from said 
second tightening link ; 

14. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 12 wherein said spring links are 
adapt e d to also apply a dir e ctional force against th e anatomic structure consists of a loop ; 

15. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 12 wherein a plurality of spring links 
extend from and connect said first and second tightening links, and said d e compr e ssion stiffening 
means_ m e chanism is adapt e d to adjusts the lateral separation of said spring links to alt e r said 
outward forc e; 
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